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two signers of the Convention be authorized to exclude a
third power's planes from their territories. It was feared
that this constituted a subtle move to give Pan American
Airways a monopoly in the Canal Zone.24 The question was
referred to a subcommittee of Fletcher and Olaya of
Colombia. As finally passed the American proposal was
modified to guarantee terminal facilities and equal treat-
ment for commercial planes of all powers.25
A Convention and Code on Private International Law
was also adopted by the Havana Conference. This was
officially named the Bustamente Code.26 The Panamanian
delegation had originally expressed an intention to enter
reservations to the portion covering application of national
law to foreigners residing in the country.27 When Article 7
was phrased to authorize every state to apply its own laws
to foreigners Panama gave its approval without reserva-
tion.28 The Republic ratified the convention on November
26,1928.29
The meeting at Washington, D. C., in January 1929
on arbitration, which the Havana Conference had urged,
drew up two treaties: a general treaty of international
arbitration covering Inter-American disputes of a juridical
character; and a Treaty of International American Con-
ciliation, whereby the contracting parties agreed to submit
to the consideration of commissions of inquiry established
by the Santiago Conference certain existing controversies
which had up to then defied solution by normal diplo-
matic procedures. These treaties were improvements upon
the Gondra Treaty in that they set up real commissions of
conciliation rather than mere fact-finding bodies.30 Ricardo
J. Alfaro, who represented Panama at Washington along
with Carlos L. Lopez,81 declared that the treaties were the
most advanced steps ever taken toward international peace
and justice.32 Panama signed both conventions on January